international affairs to advocate such a voting procedure at
the Peace Conference.
The Soviet delegation feels compelled to recall certain
elementary things. Everyone knows that at international
conferences and consultations it is regarded as a guiding prin-
ciple to strive to achieve unanimity among all participants.
Nor could it be otherwise when it is a matter of having sev-
eral or many sovereign states arrive at a common opinion. Of
course, it is not such a simple matter to achieve mutual un-
derstanding and to coordinate the opinions of the 21 states
represented at this Peace Conference. But seeing that we
have gathered together at the Peace Conference, we should
aim at unanimity, at the achievement of mutual understand-
ing and at reasonable concessions to each other's point of
view; and we must realize that no good results in the solu-
tion of international problems can be reached otherwise.
Both big and small states are represented here. In order
to prepare recommendations agreed among them, due regard
must be shown to the opinion of every one of them, big or
small. The small states are especially interested in this, since
not infrequently great Powers impose their will upon them
to the point of maintaining troops in their territory in order
to exert pressure on negotiations and to dictate their will to
the small countries.
But, of course, this method is not applicable at the Paris
Conference. Consequently we should seek normal ways of
achieving unanimity at our Conference and not indulge in a
policy of pressure or in the method of overriding one part of
the delegations with the help of the majority vote of another.
The normal rules of international conference's are well
known. It is customary at such conferences to strive to
achieve unanimity, even if this should require no small effort
to convince each other and to reach an agreed opinion ac-
ceptable to the members of the conference.
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